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DEPARTMENT        OP        PUBLIC        WORKS 
BUREAU         OF        AVIATION 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


Following  is  the  annual  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Aviation  which,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Director  of  Airports  has  jurisdiction  over  the  three 
Chicago  municipal  airports,  namely? 

Chicago  Midway  Airport 

0*Hare  Field,   Chicago  International  Airport 

Merrill  C.  Meigs  Field 

This  report  contains  the  accomplishments  and  activities  of  the  Bureau  of 
Aviation  in  general  and  of  the  three  airports,   in  the  order  mentioned, 

GENERAL 

In  1956,  the  three  Chicago  municipal  airports  operated  by  the  Bureau 
of  Aviation  continued  to  be  outstanding  among  all  the  world's  airports. 
Chicago  Midway  Airport  remained  the  busiest  commercial  airport  in  the  world; 
O'Hare  Field,  Chicago  International  Airport  which  is  ten  times  as  big  as 
Midway,  continued  to  be  one  of  the  world's  largest  airports 3  and  Merrill  C. 
Meigs  Field  on  the  lake  front  near  the  downtown  area  of  the  City,  continued 
to  be  the  busiest  single-runway  airport  in  the  world.  Total  1956  air 
traffic  at  the  three  airports  increased  21. 08$  over  1955. 

Operations  of  these  airports  in  1956  continued  to  be  very  big  busi- 
ness when  measured  by  any  private  business  yardstick.  Computed  on  a 
budgetary  basis,  airport  revenues  increased  about  $600,000  in  1956  over 
1955,  and  airport  expenditures  increased  about  $1400,000.  1956  budgetary 
revenues  amounted  to  $2,1*00,325.19  and  expenditures  amounted  to 
$2,ll8,li96.2U  for  a  budgetary  gain  to  the  City  of  $281,838.85. 

To  head  this  big  business5  Mr.  William  E.  Downes,  Jr.  was  appointed 
on  March  15,  1956,  as  Director  of  Airports. 

Among  memorable  events  of  the  year  was  the  beginning  of  scheduled 
helicopter  passenger  operations  between  the  City  airports.  On  November  12, 
1956^  such  operation  began  between  Midway  and  O'Hare.  Extension  of  the 
service  to  include  the  Midway  -  Meigs  and  the  O'Hare-  -  Meigs  routes  was 
planned  for  April  of  1957. 


Many  steps  were  taken  during  the  year.,  under  the  direction  or  with 
the  cooperation  of  City  authorities,  to  increase  safety  at  the  airports. 
Operation  of  200-mile  surveillance  radar  was  begun  at  both  Midway  and 
O'Hare,  and  plans  for  installation  of  new  5000-foot  approach  light  systems 
at  the  approach  end  of  each  instrument  runway  were  completed  for  the  same 
airports.  In  addition,  a  new  8000-foot  runway  with  runway  lights  was  com- 
pleted at  O'Hare  and  new  Strobe  lead-in  lights  were  installed  at  Midway  to 
aid  back-course  approaches  to  the  instrument  runway. 

1956  was  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the  customs  and 
immigration  addition  to  the  Sou^h  Terminal  Building  at  Midway.  It  had  been 
dedicated  on  December  6,  1955,  after  Chicago  Midway  Airport  had  been 
designated  as  a  port  of  entry  on  October  1,  1955.  Chicago  is  unique  in 
that  it  is  the  only  inland  city  in  the  nation  with  the  international  status 
of  port  of  entry  for  airplanes.  Eleven  of  the  airlines  serving  the  City 
during  1956  offered  direct  overseas  service.  To  provide  the  best  accom- 
modations for  international  travelers,  the  remainder  of  the  South  Terminal 
Building,  besides  the  customs  addition,  was  remodeled  in  1956  at  a  cost  of 
about  $80,000. 

October  30 ;  1956,  marked  the  first  anniversary  of  use  of  O'Hare 
Field,  Chicago  International  Airport  by  the  scheduled  passenger  airlines. 
The  operation  of  O'Hare  during  1956  provided  the  basis  for  determination  of 
landing  fees  to  go  into  effect  on  July  1,  1957,  under  the  unique  Airport 
Use  Agreement  of  1955  with  the  scheduled  airlines.  Under  this  agreement, 
revenue,  expenses,  and  traffic  are  all  considered  in  a  landing  fee  formula 
which  is  designed  to  make  the  airport  break  even  financially.  Appended  to 
this  report,  in  addition  to  the  budgetary  financial  statements  ordinarily 
included,  are  statements  of  Wet  Assets  and  of  Revenue  and  Expense  for 
O'Hare  for  1956  on  a  proprietary  basis,  and  other  statements  pertaining  to 
the  O'Hare  agreement.  These  statements  are  for  general  information  only 
and  do  not  include  notes  which  would  be  necessary  to  make  them  complete  in 
a  technical  accounting  sense. 

The  budgetary  financial  statements  included  in  this  report  have 
account  titles  only  listed,  and  not  account  numbers,  because  the  City  chart 
of  accounts  was  changed  in  1956,  and  account  numbers  for  1955  and  1956  are 
not  comparable.  1956  was  also  the  year  of  the  first  executive  budget, 
originated  by  the  Mayor  instead  of  the  City  Council.  In  the  1957  budget, 
the  Bureau  is  being  authorized  an  expanded  organization  along  functional 
lines  with  separate  divisions  being  provided  for  Planning  and  Engineering, 
Finance,  Contracts,  and  Airport  Operations. 

A  new  office,  Room  1001  in  the  City  Hall,  was  assigned  to  the  Bureau 
of  Aviation  in  1956  to  take  the  place  of  Room  ho6.     Some  Bureau  personnel 
were  moved  to  Room  1001  before  the  year  was  over.  The  remainder  of  Bureau 
Headquarters  personnel  will  move  to  the  new  office  in  1957  as  soon  as  re- 
quired construction  work  is  completed. 
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service  between  New  York  and  London  in  1957.  This  aircraft  can  fly  6000 
miles  non-stop,  cruise  at  I4OO  mph  at  .30,000  feet  altitude  with  a  passenger 
load  of  132,  pius  crew.  A  demonstration  flight  for  airline  and  airport 
officials  of  Chicago  was  given  in  August,  1956. 

On  March  k,   3.956,  Midway  Airlines,  operating  a  local  passenger 
shuttle  service  out  of  Midway  Airport,  ceased  operations  due  to  financial 
difficulties. 

Lufthansa  Airlines  inaugurated  its  first  flight  from  Chicago  Midway 
Airport  to  Germany  on  April  21,  1956.  This  airline  conducts  its  operations 
from  the  South  Terminal  building. 

On  November  12,  1956,  Chicago  Helicopter  Airways  inaugurated  passen- 
ger service  operations  from  Midway  Airport.  The  operation  of  this  service 
is  being  conducted  from  a  gate  position,  adjacent  to  the  tip  of  the 
American  Airlines  concourse. 

Pan  American  Airways  transferred  their  operations  from  Chicago 
Midway  Airport  to  O'Hare  Field  on  October  7,  1956. 

One  Strobe  lead-in  light  was  installed  on  an  experimental  basis,  to 
show  approaching  aircraft,  under  conditions  of  poor  visibility,  the  exact 
location  of  the  back  course  approach  of  the  instrument  runway.  This  in- 
strument was  unanimously  approved  by  the  Air  line  Pilots,  so  an  additional 
light  was  installed  and  both  lights  made  a  permanent  aid  in  the  landing 
configuration. 

Plans  have  been  completed  for  the  installation,  by  the  Civil  Aero- 
nautics Administration,  of  a  new  lead-in  centerline  light  system  which  will 
extend  3,000  feet  northwest  from  the  end  of  runway  13R.  These  lights  will 
be  on  a  slope  line  and  will  aid  the  landing  aircraft,  together  with  the 
instrument  landing  system,  to  make  safe  landings  under  limited  weather 
conditions. 

In  April  a  200  mile  surveillance  radar  installation  was  set  up  in 
the  Air  Traffic  Control  Center  located  at  6013  S.  Central  Avenue  on  Midway 
Airport. 

A  new  approach  pattern  was  painted  at  the  touchdown  area  of  runway 
22L  to  comply  with  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration  safety  regulations. 

On  November  27,  1956,  at  11:00  A.M.,  in  the  City  Hall,  a  meeting  was 
held  by  the  Chicago  City  Council  Committee  on  Aviation  to  consider  the 
subject  matter  of  a  proposed  resolution  directing  the  City  Council  Committee 
on  Aviation  to  secure  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  hearing  conducted  by  the 
Civil  Aeronautics  Administration  on  the  matter  of  transferring  some  of  the 
flights  from  Chicago  Midway  Airport  to  O'Hare  Field,  as  soon  as  possible. 
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This  meeting  was  conducted  by  the  Committee  Chairman,  Alderman  John  E.  Egan, 
and  was  continued  to  a  later  date  to  procure  further  information. 

Safety 

The  annual  meeting  for  the  review  of  the  Chicago  Midway  Airport 
Emergency  Rescue  and  Fire  Fighting  Procedures  was  held  in  April  at  the 
United  Air  Lines  auditorium.  This  meeting  was  attended  by  safety  repre- 
sentatives from  the  various  airlines,  chief  pilots,  station  managers,  Air 
Line  Pilots  Association,  Air  Transport  Association,  and  the  Chicago  Fire 
Department.  The  Airports  Safety  Coordinator  was  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting. 

The  Airport  Use  Committee  held  monthly  meetings  in  the  Air  Line 
Pilots  Association  headquarters,  attended  by  the  General  Manager  of  Airport 
Operations  and  the  Safety  Coordinator.  Subjects  discussed  at  these  meet- 
ings included  many  allied  problems  -  air  traffic,  ground  traffic,  proposed 
repairs,  changes  and  construction,  traffic  delays^  congestion,  weather, 
surveys ,  etc.  Members  in  attendance  were  representatives  of  the  Chief 
Pilots,  The  Air  Line  Pilots  Association,  and  the  City  of  Chicago.  The  Air 
Transport  Association  member  is  the  chairman  of  the  group.  At  these  meet- 
ings, as  well  as  the  monthly  scheduled  meetings  -  the  Air  Line  Station 
Managers  Association  -  safety  is  the  prime  consideration.  A  new  idea  or 
proposal  is  put  forth  and  the  first  question  asked  -  is  it  safe,  or  will  it 
be  safe. 

The  Aviation  Committee  of  the  City  Council  called  several  meetings 
toward  the  end  of  the  year,  the  major  theme  of  which  was  "is  Chicago  Midway 
Airport  safe".  All  agreed  that  it  was  safe,  though  very  congested. 

The  Airports  Safety  Coordinator  also  attended  the  following  meetings t 

The  Safety  Forum  -  conducted  by  the  Air  Line  Pilots  Association 
at  the  Shoreland  Hotel,  a  three  day  session. 

The  Aviation  Seminar  conducted  by  the  National  Fire  Prevention 
Association. 

The  Airport  and  Aviation  Section  of  the  National  Safety  Council. 

A  fire  fighting  demonstration  was  put  on  by  the  airport  Chicago  Fire 
Department  station  in  conjunction  with  Fire  Prevention  Week  in  October. 
The  demonstration  lasted  a  half  day  and  was  x^rell  attended.  Both  the  air- 
port and  the  Chicago  Fire  Department  got  some  very  favorable  publicity  on 
this  event.  Three  airlines  actively  participated,  namely  United,  American 
and  Trans  World  Airline. 
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Maintenance 

During  the  month  of  January  it  was  necessary  only  on  the  11th  to 
spread  sand  and  salt  on  ramps  and  driveways,  but  during  February  sand  and 
salt  were  spread  on  nine  different  days  and  snow  plowed  on  three  days. 
Again  in  November  sanding  and  plowing  was  necessary  on  only  one  occasion. 
In  December  we  had  one  severe  snow  storm  and  a  few  smaller  ones  on  the  8th, 
10th,  13th,  2Uth  and  31st.  Spreading  of  sand  and  salt  and  some  plowing  of 
snowdrifts  was  necessary. 

During  the  rest  of  the  year  the  regular  maintenance  of  the  field  and 
buildings  was  carried  out: 

Patching  of  holes  in  ramps  and  runways  as  needed  -  in  all 
260  tons  of  cold  mix  was  laid  by  the  airport  laborers. 

Grass  cutting  began  in  May  and  due  to  mild  weather  con- 
tinued until  late  October.  The  flower  beds  and  grass  plots 
at  the  South  Terminal  were  weeded  and  watered0  Approxi- 
mately 600  pounds  of  grass  seed  was  sown  at  various  places 
on  the  field  and  around  the  South  Terminal. 

During  warm  weather  the  walks,  driveways  and  walls  of  the 
North  Terminal  Building  were  washed  down  nightly. 

loose  stones  and  debris  on  ramps  and  runways  were  constant- 
ly swept  up  and  weeds  growing  between  expansion  joints,  in 
gutters,  and  on  numerals  were  cut  out. 

Minor  repairs  to  fences  were  made  along  with  the  removal  of 
some  600  feet  of  fencing  at  the  South  Terminal  Building. 

Assistance  was  given  the  carpenters  and  electricians  in  the 
removal  of  two  small  buildings  located  south  of  the  South 
Terminal  Building  and  used  by  some  City  skills. 

The  removal  of  the  directional  arrows  from  the  ends  of  the 
runways  left  quite  a  pile  of  broken  concrete  which  was 
loaded,  hauled,  dumped  and  graded  into  a  low  triangle  on 
the  field. 

A  radio  truck,  driver  and  one  laborer  were  assigned  to  the 
City  painters  and  the  contractors  doing  asphalt  paving. 
Also  during  the  past  year  a  radio  truck  and  driver  were 
assigned  to  escort  various  photographers  on  the  field  at 
the  request  of  the  airlines. 

Sewers  and  gutter  boxes  along  the  ramps  and  runways  were 
checked  regularly  and  when  ice  and  snow  were  on  the  ground 
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the  sewers  were  opened  as  soon  as  a  thaw  set  in. 

A  Tennant  sweeper,  designed  for  sweeping  small  areas  such 
as  sidewalks,  driveways,  etc.,  was  purchased  and  used  with 
good  results  around  the  terminal  buildings. 

A  small  grader  blade  was  purchased  and  mounted  on  a  Ford 
tractor.  Many  small  grading  jobs  were  accomplished,  such 
as  the  one  at  the  South  Terminal  Building  -  grading  the 
area  where  the  buildings  were  removed. 

Minor  repairs  to  the  mobile  equipment,  such  as  replacing 
spark  plugs,  generators,  points,  condensors,  windshield 
wipers,  headlights  and  taillights,  carburetors,  etc., 
were  done  in  the  City  garage  by  Bureau  of  Aviation  help* 


Janitorial  maintenance  is  carried  on  daily  at  Chicago  Midway  Airport,  in- 
cluding both  the  North  and  South  Terminal  Buildings,  excepting  those  areas 
leased  to  the  airlines  and  concessionaires. 

The  steamf it ting  and  plumbing  maintenance  of  all  City  buildings  on  Chicago 
Midway  Airport  is  done  by  skills  employed  by  the  City  of  Chicago,  Bureau  of 
Aviation  and  assigned  to  this  airport. 

Electrical  maintenance  work  during  1956  consisted  of  the  following: 

Maintain  and  keep  in  operation  motors;  lighting  in  and 
around  both  terminals,  field,  parking  lots,  and  runwaysj 
and  make  three  inspections  each  shift  of  the  lighting 
fixtures  on  the  instrument  runway,  in  bad  weather. 

Painting  work  during  1956,  on  the  field  and  in  all  City-owned  build- 
ings, consisted  of  - 

8,820  lineal  feet  of  wood  fencing 
7,500    »     «  of  18"  clearance  line 
90,000   "    »  of  6"  safety  lines 
1,000    "    "  of  truck  bumpers 
60  sign  posts 
15  wood  barricade  horses 
20  light  fixtures 
600  lineal  feet  of  curbing 
100,000  sq.  ft.  of  interior  walls  and  ceiling 
6  floodlight  poles 
1  flag  pole 
1,000  sq.  ft.  cyclone  fencing 
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Replaced  20  STOP  signs 

Touched  up  and  spot  painted  trucks 

Lettered  l\0   signs 

Did  miscellaneous  paint  work  requested. 

Carpenter  work  performed  during  1956: 

Took  apart  plumber  and  steamfitterfs  shack  and  salvaged 
framing  lumber. 

Built  one  new  20»x38'  frame  building  for  office  and  storage 
of  equipment  for  plumber  and  steamf itter. 

Removed  electrical  maintenance  shack  near  South  Terminal 
and  re-installed  same  in  yard  of  Construction  Section  at 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  airport.  Remodeled  same,  pro- 
viding shelving  and  bins. 

Made  repairs  to  Construction  Section  shacks. 

Repaired  office  furniture. 

Repaired  lobby  furniture „ 

Made  emergency  roof  repairs  with  Black  Jack  asbestos  roof 
cement • 

Miscellaneous  repairs  in  City  garage. 

Hung  13  door  units,  including  hardware. 

Fitted  and  hung  8  new  sash  and  repaired  30  old  ones. 

Set  8  door  jambs. 

Repaired  10  window  sills. 

Repaired,  rebuilt  and  replaced  concealed  and  exposed-type 
door  closers  and  parts  -  335  separate  installations. 

Repaired  85  doors. 

Built  500  lineal  feet  of  sidewalk  forms.  Made  a  dozen 
separate  forms  at  various  locations  and  of  various  types. 

Replaced  350  lineal  feet  of  automobile  bumpers. 

Installed  approximately  one  dozen  kickplates. 
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Made  and  installed  10  screens. 

Installed  new  locks  and  repaired  old  ones  -  £0  pieces. 

Relaid  asphalt  tile  flooring  -  300  sq.  ft. 

Set  asphalt  base  -  150  lin.  ft. 

Set  rubber  base  -  100  lin.  ft.  (replacements) 

Filed  saw  blades,  sharpened  axes,  grubs,  picks,  pruning 
saws,  chisels,  etc*,  for  all  maintenance  crews. 

Mounted  locking  hardware  on  all  casement  windows  of 
South  Terminal  and  provided  safety  chains. 

Replace  missing  casement  window  adjusters  on  Civil  Aero- 
nautics Administration  office  windows  -  U8.  Removed  and 
cleaned  out  all  other  adjusters,  greased  and  re-mounted 
them.  Re-drilled,  retaped  and  mounted  new  screen  window 
clips  on  above  openings. 

Construction 

A  complete  remodeling  and  improvement  project  was  started  in  the 
South  Terminal  Building,  and  included  new  drop  ceilings,  fluorescent  fix- 
tures, wood  paneled  walls  and  corridors,  new  stainless  steel  doors, 
interior  decorating,  landscaping  and  painting.  The  total  cost  will  be 
approximately  $80,000. 

The  Hale  School  property,  19  1/2  acres  at  the  southwest  corner  of 
Chicago  Midway  Airport,  was  acquired  and  made  a  part  of  the  airport  lease. 
This  will  provide  necessary  space  for  runway  extensions  and  improvements. 
This  property  will  be  fenced  and  paved,  as  shown  in  the  Midway  Airport 
Master  Plan. 

Northwest  Airlines  completed  a  remodeling  job  of  their  leased  area 
in  the  North  Terminal  Euilding,  including  both  the  ticket  counters  and  the 
baggage  rooms.  This  was  a  great  improvement  in  servicing  the  traveling 
public. 

Braniff  Airways  built  a  second  floor  addition  over  their  leased  area 
in  the  North  Terminal  Building  and  enlarged  the  ticket  counter  and  baggage 
room  space  on  the  first  floor. 

Roof  repairs,  tuckpointing  and  boiler  repairs  were  made  at  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  Administration  Control  Center,  at  a  cost  of  $8£00. 

At  the  North  Terminal  Building  the  corridor  and  washrooms  were 
painted,  roofing  repaired,  towers  tuckpointed,  three  boilers  overhauled, 
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additional  electrical  cables  installed,  and  renewed  concrete  curbs  around 
building. 

Developed  paving  project  -  plans  and  specifications  completed  -  work 
to  be  done  in  1957.  This  work  covers  the  paving  of  two  long  diagonal  run- 
ways and  the  north  and  east  taxiways.  This  will  be  a  Government  grant 
project.  The  estimated  cost  $372,000. 

Capital  Air  lines  installed  electrical  starters  for  "Viscount" 
aircraft  at  Gate  26  and  27.  This  relieved  truck  operations  at  that  location. 

New  Vinyl  tile  flooring  was  installed  in  corridor  and  public  lobby 
of  the  North  Terminal  Building. 


General 

A  "Welcome  to  Chicago"  sign  was  installed  on  the  east  side  of  the 
west  parking  lot  directly  opposite  the  main  lobby  of  the  North  Terminal 
Building.  The  erection  of  this  sign  was  completed  and  the  sign  lighted 
May  25,  1956. 

Representatives  of  Mayor  Richard  J.  Daley,  working  in  conjunction 
with  representatives  of  each  airline  welcomed  delegates  and  delegations 
arriving  at  Chicago  Midway  Airport  to  attend  the  Democratic  National 
Convention.  Through  their  tireless  efforts  confusion  was  kept  at  a  minimum 
at  the  airport.  Automobiles  with  chauffeurs  were  supplied  to  the  delegates 
for  transportation  to  and  from  the  convention  headquarters.  Baggage  was 
expedited  for  the  delegates  and  hotel  reservations  were  made  if  necessary. 
Congestion  at  the  Terminal  Building  was  greatly  relieved  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Mayor'  s  Committee  with  wonderful  cooperation  from  the 
Chicago  Lawn  Police  Station,  under  the  supervision  of  Captain  Ignatius 
Sheehan. 

American  Airlines  completed  addition  on  concourse  for  ramp  control 
operations. 

Distinguished  visitors  to  Chicago  Midway  Airport: 

Selwyn  Lloyd  of  Great  Britain.  Mayor  Wagner  of  New  lork. 

Senator  Knowland  of  California.  The  Irish  Boxing  Team. 

George  Winters  of  Canada.  The  Prime  Minister  of  Australia 
Father  Rigney,  a  Catholic  Priest     and  his  wife. 

released  after  four  years  Estes  Kef auver. 

imprisonment  by  the  Chinese  Adlai  Stevenson. 

communists.  Governor  Clements. 

Mr.  Couche,  Director  of  Airports,  James  Farley. 

Paris,  France.  Eleanor  Roosevelt. 

Dr.  Triebel,  Director  of  Airports,  Senator  Samuel  Raytoum. 

Stuttgardt,  Germany.  £  »£** Jartor  of  Israel. 


Mr.  Brunard  of  Paris,  France. 
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O'HARE  F2EID,  CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 

Operations 

1956 

Passengers 

Number  of  Operations 

Based  Aircraft 

Pounds  of  Freight 

Visitors 

723,296 

I56,0li3 

77 

18,096,782 

1*96,500 

1955 

111*,  691 

11*2,912 

110 

10,679,178 

318,1413 

Air  traffic  at  O'Hare  Field  during  1956  totalled  l56,OlO  including 
78,017  landings  and  78,026  take  offs;   of  these  72,132  were  military  and 
1|8,831  were  civilian.     Passenger  plane  arrivals  scheduled  and  non-scheduled 
totalled  16,81*2  arrivals  and  16,810  departures.     There  were  387,561i  arriving 
passengers  and  335,732  departing    passengers.     Approximately  b$  aircraft 
were  based  at  O'Hare  Field  in  the  city  tie-down  area. 

Continued  airline  operations  were  carried  on  during  the  year  with  an 
increase  in  scheduled  passenger  operations. 

International  air  carriers  began  operations  at  O'Hare  Fieldj  on 
May  1  British  Overseas  Airways  commenced  scheduled  flights  and  on  October  7 
Pan  American  Airlines  began  scheduled  operations  at  O'Hare  Field. 

Chicago  Helicopter  Airways  began  passenger  service  between  O'Hare 
Field  and  Chicago  Midway  Airport  on  November  12.     An  inauguration  flight 
departed  from  the  Chicago  downtown  area  with  dignitary  passengers  including 
Honorable  Richard  J.  Daley,  Mayor,  and  several  members  of  the  City  Council. 

During  the  year  the  airport  property  was  annexed  to  the  City  of 
Chicago  in  order  to  clarify  objectives  and  speed  up  future  planning  of 
O'Hare  Field. 


Construction 

Construction  work  accomplished  during  the  year  included  completion 
of  the  new  8000  foot  Northwest-Southeast  runway  and  two  perimeter  taxiways. 

Installation  of  lighting  facilities  on  the  new  runway  and  on  the 
existing  East-West  runway  were  completed. 

A  125-ton  air  conditioning  unit  was  purchased,  installed,  and  put 
into  operation  in  the  Terminal  Building. 
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O'HARE  FIELD 


Cleaning  and  refilling  of  joints  and  cracks  on  the  East-West,  North- 
South  and  Southwest  Northeast  runways  and  on  the  ramp  areas  were  completed. 

Asphalt  resurfacing  of  the  Northwest  Right  Southeast  Left  runway  vras 
accomplished. 

Cable  installation  for  the  Instrument  Landing  System  on  the  new 
8000  foot  runway  was  begun. 

A  new  Freight  and  Cargo  Building  is  under  construction  by  the  air- 
lines and  is  9$%   complete. 

Entrance  and  Exit  check  station  building  was  constructed  and  occupied 
by  the  parking  lot  concessionaire. 

Airline  offices  and  facilities  construction  in  the  Terminal  area 
was  completed  by  Capital,  North  Central,  Braniff  and  Pan  American  Airlines. 

Installation  of  water  mains  and  sewer  facilities  to  the  service 
area,  and  New  Freight-Cargo  Building  are  80$  complete. 

Marshall  Field  and  Company  opened  their  new  restaurant,  dining-room, 
lounge  and  kitchen  in  the  Terminal  Building,  commencing  service  to  the 
public. 

Safety 

Radar  Surveillance  crews  completed  their  training  and  the  Radar  Unit 
was  flight  tested  and  commissioned  September  2li  by  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Authority. 

A  survey  was  begun  by  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Authority  for  installa- 
tion of  3000  feet  of  approach  lights  for  the  new  runway. 

A  Terminal  Visual  Oral  Range  Station  was  completed  and  commissioned 
in  September. 

Chicago  Fire  Department  in  conjunction  with  the  Air  Force  Fire 
Department  operated  crash  equipment  and  ambulance  service,  consisting  of 
185  runs  including  all  stand-bys  for  aircraft  emergencies,  186  ambulance 
calls,  2  inhalator  cases  and  3  automobile  accidents.  These  emergency  calls 
were  on  and  in  the  near  vicinity  of  O'Hare  Field. 

The  City  Fire  Department  consists  of  30  men  including  officers,  and 
h  pieces  of  fire  fighting  equipment.  The  Air  Force  unit  averages  9  men  for 
shift  with  5  pieces  of  equipment.  With  this  combination,  Fire  and  Crash 
protection  is  better  than  that  available  at  most  airports.  Both  units  have 
frequent  training  sessions  in  order  to  maintain  proper  efficiency. 
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O'HARE  FIELD 


Maintenance 

During  the  year  maintenance  work  of  snow  removal,  cutting  of  grass, 
clearing  of  underbrush,  sweeping  of  roadways  and  cleaning  of  buildings  were 
accomplished.  Maintenance  of  runway,  beacon,  obstruction  lights  and 
electrical  facilities  of  the  buildings  were  carried  on. 

In  the  summer  months,  the  central  heating  plant  was  completely 
cleaned  and  reconditioned  for  its  winter  use.  Continued  maintenance  of  the 
heating  and  air  conditioning  facilities  were  carried  on. 

General  housekeeping  duties  were  again  multiplied  by  the  amount  of 
construction  work  in  progress. 

An  Austin  Western  Street  Sweeping  vehicle  was  added  to  our  motorized 
equipment. 

A  Lincoln  mobile  electric  welding  machine  was  purchased  and  put  into 
operation  to  help  continue  maintenance  of  heating  facilities. 
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MERRILL  C.  MEIGS  FIEID 


Passengers 

Number  of  Operations 

Visitors 


Operations 

12£6 

1955 

209,630 

65,252 

Uo6,320 

169,266 

56,178 

330,500 

Percentage  of 
Increase 

16% 
23% 


Merrill  C.  Meigs  Field  for  the  seventh  consecutive  year  showed  an 
increase  in  aircraft  operations.  The  increase  of  16$  proved  again  the 
important  factor  the  field  has  become  to  executive  aircraft.  Private  air- 
craft from  the  lj.8  states  are  now  using  Meigs  on  their  regular  trips  to 
Chicago.  Again  in  1956  the  use  of  the  field  by  multi-engine  aircraft  was 
sharply  increased.  iiO#  of  the  operations  were  in  this  category. 

Safety 

Strict  enforcement  of  field  regulations  governing  cross-wind  takeoff 
and  landing  procedures  again  kept  aircraft  accidents  at  a  minimum.  All 
fire  extinguishing  equipment  was  checked  regularly  and  kept  in  functioning 
condition.  All  tiedown  cable  in  plane  parking  areas  kept  in  repair. 
Maintenance  of  hazard  lights,  runway  lights  and  floodlighting  kept  at  high 
level. 


Maintenance 

In  addition  to  routine  maintenance  of  buildings,  field,  lighting, 
equipment  and  utilities,  the  following  was  accomplished  in  1956. 

January:   Overrun  areas  of  runway  were  striped. 
Debris  washed  up  on  runway  removed. 
Snow  removed. 

February:  Tiedown  cable  repaired. 
Snow  removed. 

March:    Sewer  department  located  and  made  extensive  repairs 

on  catch  basin  and  sewage  line. 
1500  yards  of  broken  concrete  dumped  along  East  line 

of  field  to  help  protect  runway  from  water  action. 

All  material  properly  graded  and  leveled. 
Area  to  West  of  tower  building  cleaned  and  graded 

for  seeding  and  flower  planting. 
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MERRILL  C.  MEIGS  FIELD 


April:    Water  Department  repaired  hydrant  leak. 

Area  to  East  of  tower  building  stripped  and  graded 

for  seeding. 
Chuck  holes  on  driveway  and  auto  parking  area  patched. 
Trash  receptacles  painted. 

Area  South  West  of  tower  building  graded  and  leveled. 
Flood  lighting  poles  painted. 

May:      Cinders  graded  and  leveled  around  wind  tee. 

Automatic  overhead  doors  in  utility  building  repaired. 
Water  leak  East  of  taxiway  located  and  repaired  by 

Water  Department. 
Leak  in  gasoline  pump  repaired. 
Removed  broken  concrete  from  discontinued  light  bases 

at  South  end  and  graded  area. 
All  lighting  fixtures  in  Terminal  and  Tower  Buildings 

washed. 

June:     City  rat  exterminators  serviced  Terminal  Building. 
Section  of  North  Fence  knocked  down  by  automobile 

repaired  and  replaced. 
Installed  new  electric  clock  in  Terminal  Building. 
Repaired  wind  tee  circuit. 

July:     Holes  and  cracks  on  runway  surface  patched. 
Gasoline  dump  painted. 
Marker  cones  painted. 
Tool  cabinet  painted. 

Air  conditioning  vent  for  tower  repaired. 
Air  conditioning  unit  repaired. 
Runway  lights  painted. 

Made  and  installed  wall  bracket  for  battery  charger. 
Installed  new  ropes  on  flag  pole. 

August:    Driveway  entrance  gate  repaired. 

Ansul  engineer  and  field  employees  checked  extinguisher. 
Curbing  painted  around  Terminal  Building. 

September:  Water  leak  repaired. 

Chuck  holes  in  runway  patched  with  cold  mix. 

Weeds  growing  through  pavement  removed. 

Snow  removal  equipment  checked  and  sent  in  for  repairs. 

October:   All  equipment  Winter  serviced,  anti-freeze,  etc. 
Two  broken  windows  in  Tower  Building  replaced. 
Area  around  ceiling  light  graded. 
Helium  tubing  to  tower  repaired. 
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MERRILL  C.  MEIGS  FIEID 


November:  Spar  buoy  broke  loose.  Park  District  Police  boat 
and  field  employees  retrieved  and  pulled  out 
of  Ttfater. 
All  dirt  areas  graded  and  leveled. 
Interior  of  garage  hosed  down  and  cleaned. 
New  North  fence  painted. 

December:  Heating  plant  not  operating,  repairs  made. 

Water  main  North  end  repaired  by  Water  Department. 
Snow  removal. 


Construction 

Bureau  of  E.  W.  &  R.  buried  lighting  cable  along  North  fence  line. 
Posted  "Danger  Low  Flying  Aircraft"  signs  on  runway  approach  at  North  end 
of  field.  Interior  and  exterior  of  Terminal  Building  painted.  City  office 
and  tower  interior  painted.  All  fencing  painted.  New  5'  fence  installed 
on  North  line  of  field.  Aircraft  tiedown  areas  in  North  East  corner  and 
South  end  extended.  Loading  ramp  extended  to  North.  Fence  relocated. 
Project  cost  $26,58£.00.  Warning  to  mariner  buoys  installed  in  lake  South 
of  field  by  Construction  Division.  Bureau  of  E.  W.  &  R,  started  installa- 
tion of  flood  lighting  in  North  East  and  South  Aircraft  Parking  Areas. 
Work  will  be  completed  in  Spring  of  19^7.  Cost  $33,652.00.  Contract  for 
seal  coating  runways,  ramps  and  plane  parking  areas  let  but  work  deferred 
until  Spring  of  1957  because  of  poor  weather  conditions.  Project  to  cost 
$16,393.00. 


General 

February  8th,  issued  ruling  to  Control  Tower  that  aircraft  cannot  be 
cleared  from  Meigs  Field  I.F.R.  to  climb  or  maintain  V.F.R.  when  weather 
conditions  were  below  our  minimums  of  1000*  and  l|  miles  visibility. 

March  27th,  Twin  Beech  N3613B  attempted  landing  with  crosswinds 
15  to  25  mph.  Wing  scraped  runway.  Pilot  made  safe  landing  at  Midway 
Airport. 

April  10th,  a  convair  type  aircraft  owned  by  Continental  Can  Company 
landed  on  field. 

May  12th  &  13th,  Tornado  warning  from  Weather  Bureau.  All  aircraft 
tied  down,  checked  and  additional  ropes  installed. 

May  l$th,  Twin  Bonanza  NU3U9B  had  engine  fail  after  takeoff.  Pilot 
returned  to  field  and  made  safe  landing  on  one  engine. 
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MERRILL  C.  MEIGS  FIELD 


May  31st,  notified  Illini  Airlines  that  their  Dove  aircraft  parked 
in  South  lot  was  leaking  gasoline.  Gas  was  drained  from  plane  immediately 
and  repairs  made. 

June  27th,  Twin  Beech  N771Y  while  attempting  takeoff  crashed  in  lake 
at  N.E.  corner  of  field.  Pilot  was  able  to  get  clear  of  plane  before  it 
sank.  Pilot  was  removed  from  water  by  field  employees.  Plane  was  removed 
from  water  by  derrick  called  in  by  insurance  company. 

August  10th,  field  and  tower  open  until  12j00  midnight  to  handle 
traffic  in  connection  with  all-star  football  game  at  Soldiers  Field. 

August  13th,  Helicopter  Air  Lift  flying  delegates  and  press  from 
Meigs  to  Amphitheatre  for  Democratic  National  Convention  started.  The  air- 
lift ended  August  17th  at  8:00  P.M.  after  flying  a  total  of  621;  operations. 

October  2f>th,  Vice  President  Nixon  arrived  at  field. 

October  27th,  Curtis  Survey  questionnaires  collected  and  returned  to 
Survey  Committee. 

November  l£th5  installation  of  flood  lighting  stopped  by  C.A.A. 

November  19th,  Work  on  lighting  resumed  after  plan  adjustment 
satisfactory  to  C.A.A. 

In  general  throughout  the  year  1956   Meigs  Field  building  facilities 
and  services  were  maintained  at  a  high  level.  Despite  record  breaking 
traffic  numerous  construction  jobs  on  field  were  successfully  completed 
without  accident.  Field  employees  including  tower  personnel  did  their 
usual  excellent  job. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  GENERAL 


Expenditures 

1956 

1955 

Increase 

Decrease 

Salaries  &  Wages 
Compensation  for 

Private  Cars 
Insurance  for  Airports 
Other  Expenses 

1  91,977.30 

2,890.81; 
25,705.62 
29,863.78 

$70,1*31.31 

2,208.00 

22,l5Lu78 

2,833.57 

§21,5li5.99 

682. 81; 

3,550.81; 

27,030.21 

- 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 

$i5o,li3?.5U 

$97,627.66 

$52,809.88 
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CHICAGO  MIDWAY  AIRPORT 


REVENUE 

REVENUE 

1956 

1955 

Increase 

Decrease 

Administration  Building 

U3,7U2.90 

32,285.21* 

11,157.66 

Terminal  Building 

99,525.9b 

32,707.07 

66,818.87 

Dock  (Freight) 

1,828.37 

10,789.1*U 

8,961.07 

Hangar 

33,878.96 

1*7,287.08 

13,1*08.12 

Land 

90,131.62 

76,10*1.25 

13,690.37 

Storage  and  Service  Bldg. 

35,052.28 

23,607.61* 

ll,l*i*i*.61* 

Auto  Parking 

355,1*87.75 

361,761.91 

6,271*.  16 

Observation  Deck  (Platform) 

1*2,917.70 

39,965.20 

2,952.50 

Barber  -  Beauty  Shops 

2,327.92 

2,158.60 

169.32 

Buses ,   Taxis 

1*8, 155.25 

60,9^9.1*5 

12,79U.20 

News  Stands 

26,052.76 

30,789.55 

1*,  736. 79 

Parcel  Lockers 

20,613.59 

18,176.79 

2,1*36.80 

Petroleum  Products 

21,802.28 

21,1*27.36 

37U.92 

Radio  and  Telescopes 

1,1*76.13 

762.32 

713.81 

Rental  Cars 

8,066.68 

8,066.68 

Restaurants 

180,13^.62 

151*,335.58 

25,799.01* 

Telephones 

52,71li.30 

59,525.21* 

6,810.91* 

Vending  Machines 

58,528.05 

62,232.99 

3, 701*.  91* 

Gasoline  Lines 

900.00 

600.00 

300.00 

Freight  (Landing  Fee) 

26, 521*.  85 

33, 701*.  h9 

7,179.61* 

Passenger  -  Scheduled 

1*81,696.75 

1*62,815.36 

18,881.39 

Passenger  -  Non-Scheduled 

29,521.50 

3l*,79lul0 

5,272.60 

Sightseeing 

2,1*00.00 

2,1*00.00 

- 

- 

Tie-up  Fees 

615.00 

1,395.00 

780.00 

Re  imbursements 

i,75o.oo 
,665,81*5.20 

1,750.00 
91*,  933. 51* 

Revenue  Midway  Airport    1 

1,570,911.66 

Corporate  Fund  Revenue 

Auto  Parking 

93,1*67.50 

78,502.16 

11*,  965. 31* 

Advertising 

1,125.00 
,760,1*37.70 

1,125.00 
$111,023.88 

TOTAL  REVENUE                     $1 

$1,61*9,1*13.82 
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CHICAGO  MIDWAY  AIRPORT 
EXPENDITURES 


EXPENDITURES 


1956 


1955 


Increase 


Decrease 


Salaries  and  Wages 
Material  and  Supplies 
Machinery  and  Equipment- 
Repairs 

Building  Repairs 
Runway  Repairs 
Fuel 

Electric  Current 
Printing  and  Stationery 
Passenger  Transportation 
Compensation  for 

private  cars 
Hire  of  Trucks 
Impersonal  Service 
Telephone 

Miscellaneous  Expense 
Contingencies 
Building  Services 
Building  Equipment 
Improvements 

Sub-Total  Expenditures 

Rental,  10$  of  Revenue 
to  Board  of  Education 
Lease  Ground  Rental 


507,1*67.08 

hbk, 569.01 

62,898.07 

141,388.1.1 

23,7i*1.6i» 

17,61*6.77 

18,1.78.27 

31,1*98.63 

13,020.36 

153,998,56 

16,660.80 

137,337.76 

60,796.52 

60,796.52 

lli3,009.25 

11.3,009.25 

20,3l6.1t8 

19,960.36 

356.12 

1*1*, 327.19 

38,608.11. 

5,719.05 

836.51i 

1,211.82 

375.28 

i            188.15 

692.51 

50li.36 

2,208.00 

2,208.00 

. 

« 

1*69.52 

90.99 

378c 53 

2,1*67.72 

1,81*9.1*0 

618.32 

3,918.25 

2,381i.l9 

1,531*. 06 

6,282.00 

2,916.33 

3,365.67 

1,081*.  20 

1,081*.  20 

2,131.62 

2,131.62 

5,157.58 

5,157.58 

378,993.75 

378,993.75 
399,515.73 

1,189,713.32 

790,197.59 

3 

166,  bl  0.51 

157,091.17 

9,319.31* 

17,660.57 

17,660.57 

- 

- 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  $1,3 73, 781*.  1.0  $961*,9l*9.33  $1*08,835.07 
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CHICAGO  MIDWAY  AIRPORT 
Corporate  Fund 

COMPARISON  OF  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES 


1956  19% 

Revenue                                                              $  1,76Q,U37.7Q  $  1,61.9,1,13,82 

Deduct  Experiitures: 

Operating  and  maintenance                                   805,561.99  790,197.59 

Ground  Rentals                                                         18^,071.08  17M51.7U 
Capital                                                                  38U,l5l.33 


TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  1,373,781). UO  96k 9 9^9.33 


Excess  of  Revenue  over  Expenditures  |      386,653.30  I      68U,U6b.l9 
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O'HARE  FIELD  -  CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 
REVENUE 


REVENUE 


1956 


1955 


Increase    Decrease 


City  Real  Estate  and  Buildings 

i       5,819.38 

5,819.38 

Terminal  Building 

88,033. 2l| 

2,800.00 

85,233.2U 

Ground  and  Lots 

80, h 20. 52 

7,629.17 

72,791.35 

Ramps  and  Systems 

52,000.00 

15,987.38 

36,012.62 

Unimproved  Land 

871.16 

871.16 

Auto  Parking 

6U,621.20 

6,000.00 

58,621.20 

Observation  Deck 

10,830.60 

10,830.60 

Buses 

3,715.21 

3,715.21 

Parcel  Lockers 

503.29 

Wi.53 

1*58.76 

Rental  Cars 

3,689.80 

3,689.80 

Restaurants 

25,025.26 

25,025.26 

Telephones 

M5U.69 

177.21- 

3,977.1(5 

Utility  Sales 

iil*,li.89.31 

27,1(55.98 

17,033.33 

Vending  Machines 

10.71 

10.71 

Insurance  Machines 

1,679. 8U 

1,679.81* 

Insurance  Counter 

U,937.38 

l*,937.38 

Freight  (Landing  Fees) 

38,281.83 

19,71)2.80 

18,539.03 

Passenger-Scheduled 

XbU, 886.96 

lWi,  886.96 

Passenger-Non-Scheduled 

16,780.01 

20,013.70 

Tie-up  Fees 

9,132.50 

1,710.00 

7,1*22.50 

TOTAL  REVENUE 

$599,882.89 

$101,560.80 

$1^98,322.09 

3,233c69 
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O'HARE  FIELD  -  CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 


EXPENDITURES 

EXPENDITURES 

1956 

1955 

Increase 

Decrease 

Salaries  and  Wages 

3^3,022.03 

187,209.38 

155,792.65 

Material  and  Supplies 

35,i»08.22 

[#,078.13 

13,669.91 

Machinery  and  Vehicles 

6,10i6.62 

31,205.Ii8 

2)4,758.86 

Repairs 

3h,m.67 

15,581.75 

18,866.92 

Fuel 

38,752.99 

33,692.23 

5,060.76 

Electric  Current 

37,969.89 

20,213.11 

17,756.78 

Printing  and  Stationery- 

735.1*2 

590.08 

lkS.3h 

Compensation  for 

private  cars 

2,061j.OO 

1,656.00 

1*08.00 

Hire  of  trucks 

3U8.93 

31*8.93 

Telephone  Service 

3,1(73.71 

2,30U.22 

1,169.1*9 

Impersonal  Expenses 

U, 710. 31 

1,1*51.52 

3,258.79 

Replacement  Runway- 

Light  Cable 

30,1*56.142 

30,1*56.1*2 

Maintenance  of  Runway 

1*1,376.83 

1*1,376.83 

Furnishing  Terminal  Building 

16,676.85 

16,676.85 

Improvements 

7,1*50.18 

7,1*50.18 

Building  Equipment 

and  Maintenance 

2,885.88 

2,885.88 

Construction 

81,091.69 

81,091.69 

Contingencies 

1, 505.00 

1,505.00 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 

$599,9U!.6l 

$1*31,81*0.93 

$168,103.68 
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O'HABE  FIELD  -  CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 
Corporate  Fund 

COMPARISON  OF  REVENUE  AM)  EXPENDITURES 

19$6  1955 

Revenue  $599,882.89  $101, $60.80 

Deduct  Expenditures: 


Operating  and  maintenance  508,516.86  hl5,l61*.08 

Capital  91,127. 75  16,676.8$ 


TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  $99,9Wu6l  U31,81|0.93 


Excess  of  Expenditures  over  Revenue  $  61.72  $330^280.13 
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MERRILL  C.   MEIGS  FIELD 
REVENUE 

REVENUE 

1956 

1955 

Increase 

Decrease 

Terminal  Building 
Buses  -  Taxis 
Petroleum  Products 
Rental  Cars 
Telephones 
Vending  Machines 
Passenger  -  Non-Scheduled 
Tie  Up  Fees 
Miscellaneous 
Reimbursement 

160.00 

11,601).  30 

600.00 

600.23 

l,69lul8 

19,h50.l!0 

27,213.53 

2,850.00 

95.10 

600.00 
8,675.39 

720.1)6 
30,255.88 

2,915.00 

160.00 

2,928.91 
600.00 
600.23 
973.72 

27,213.53 

95.10 

600.00 

10,805.1!  8 
65.00 

TOTAL  REVENUE 

$61,267.71* 

$1*3,166.73 

$21,101.01 
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MERRILL  C. 

MEIGS  FIELD 

EXPENDITURES 

EXPENDITURES 

1956 

1955 

Increase 

Decrease 

Salaries  and  Wages 

108,071.86 

86,5o5. 7ii 

21,566.12 

Material  and  Supplies 

Ufl£6.7li 

3,828.31 

628.U3 

Machinery  and  Supplies 

11,168.88 

3,172.85 

7,996.03 

Repairs 

15,619.66 

5,138.7a 

10,U80.92 

Fuel 

10,1*66.76 

3,1*70.88 

6,995.88 

Electric  Current 

1,365.93 

1,173.66 

192.27 

Printing  and  Stationery 

170.61 

2li3.8Lf 

73.23 

Compensation  for 

Personal  Autos 

1,656.00 

1,656.00 

- 

- 

Impersonal  Services 

89.56 

75.00 

lii.  56 

Telephone  Service 

2,089.50 

1,850.814 

238.66 

Maintenance  Runway 

102,958.51 

102,958.51 

Construction 

75,3li2.86 

75,3^2.86 

Building  Service 

225.89 

225.89 

TOTAL  EXPEOT)irURES 

$230,72L..25 

$210,071.10 

$20,61.9.85 
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MERRILL  C,   MEIGS  FIEID 
Corporate  Fund 

COMPARISON  OF  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES 


1956 

1955 

Revenue 

*  6U,267.7U 

ft  13,166.73 

Deduct  Expenditures: 

Operating  and  Maintenance 

155,381.39 

210,07luUO 

Capital 

75,3it2.86 

- 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  230,721*.  25  210,07U.UO 


Excess  of  Expenditures  over  Revenue      |l66,l}56.5l  $166,907.67 


28  - 


REVENUES  AMD  EXPENDITURES  AT  CHICAGO  AIRPORTS 

CORPORATE  FUND 

COMPARISON  OF  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES 


REVENUE  1956  1955 

Chicago  Midway  Airport  $1,760,U37.70  $1,6U9,U13«82 

O'Hare  Field  599,882.89  101,560.80 

Meigs  Field                                          6U,267.7l*  U3, 166.73 

TOTAL  REVENUE  |2,lj2U,588.33  $l,79h, 11*1.35 

EXPENDITURES: 

OPERATING  AND  MAINTENANCE  EXPENDITURES 

Administrative  and  General  $    l50,U37. 5U  $      97,627.66 

Chicago  Midway  Airport  805,561.99  790,197.59 

O'Hare  Field  508,516.86  Ul5,l6U.08 

Meigs  Field  155,381.39  210,07U.UO 

TOTAL  OPERATING  AND  MAINTENANCE 

EXPENDITURES  |1, 619, 897.78  $1 ,513,063. 73 

GROUND  RENTALS: 

Chicago  Midway  Airport  $    181*, 071. 08  g    17U,75l.7U 

CAPITAL  EXPENDITURES: 

Chicago  Midway  Airport  $    381*, 151.33                               

O'Hare  Field  91,1*27.75  16,676.85 

Meigs  Field  75.3U2.86                              

TOTAL  CAPITAL  EXPENDITURES  $     550,921. 9U  $      16,676.85 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  2,35U,890.80  1,70U,U92.32 

EXCESS  OF  REVENUE  OVER 

EXPENDITURES  $      69,697.53  $      89,6U9.03 
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STATEMENT  OF  NET  ASSETS 

0«HARE  FIEID  -CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 

December  31,  1956 


ASSETS 

Investment  in  properties  -  at  cost: 

Acquired  by  Use  of 

"^Federal  and" 
City  Funds        State  Funds             Total 
land: 
Purchase  price                                   $1*,  059, 662. 33  $  1,738,U28,8U  $  5,798,091.17 
legal  and  appraisal  services               586,265.77             -0-                   586,265.77 
Railroad  relocation                            1,1*1*2,051.08      2,056,81*9.55      3,^98,900.63 
Earthwork                                                 287,077.5li          550,930.39          838,007.93 
Engineering  costs                                   686,l8tu71             -0-                   686, 181*.  71 
Interest  during  construction  period     325,01*3.85             -0-                   325,01*3.85 
Miscellaneous                                          158,561.11             -0-                   158,561,11 

TOTAL  IAND         $7,5Uii,82j6.39  •  U, 316,208.78  $11,891,055.17 
Other  facilities: 
Buildings,  runways,  aprons, 

taxiways,  etc.                                   $1,937,766.00  $  7,386,073.17  $  9,323,839.17 
Equipment                                                 19k, 802. 73             -°-                   191,802.73 
Construction  in  progress                      1*12,336.03          767,117.72      1,179,1(53.75 
Engineering  costs                               l,0l*9,877.1ii              -0-               l,Olf9,877.lU 
Ihtere  st  during  construction  period     102 ,  725  •  86             -0-                   102 ,  725 .  86 

Less  allowances  for  depreciation 

$3,697,507.76  $  8,153,190.89  $11,850,698.65 
1U7, 336.50         261i, 720.02          1*12,056.52 

TOTAL  OTHER  FACILITIES 

$3,550,171.26  $.7,888*1*70.87  $11,1*38,6^2.13 

$23,329,697.30 

Engineering  costs  deferred  to  future  years 
(being  amortized  over  a  25-year  period) - 
less  1956  amortization  of  $1*5,972.82 

Accounts  receivable  from  airlines  and  others 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts  payable  for  construction 
Accrued  expenses 


TOTAL  ASSETS 


1,189,6U6.75 

12iul*96.61i 

$2U,61*3,8WD.69 


$ 


TOTAL  LIABILITIES 


NET  ASSETS 


311i,19l*.23 

20, 07k. 55 

33U,26b-.70 


SOURCES  OF  NET  ASSETS 
Federal  grants  in  aid 
State  grants  in  aid 
City  funds: 

Used,  191*6  -  1956,  to  acquire  capital 
assets  and  to  finance  operations 
Less  net  losses: 

To  December  31,  1955        $  395,101.68 
Year  1956  721*,  556.50 


$2l*,309, 571.91 

$  7,592,281.95 
U,907,117.72 


$12,929,830.1*2 


1,119,658.18  11,810,172.21* 
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STATEMENT  OF  REVENUE  AND  EXPENSE 

0«HARE  PIEID  -  CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 

Year  ended  December  31*   1956 


Revenue  from  flight  fees,  rentals, 

steam  sales  and  concessions  $    676, 78U«36 

Expenses : 

Salaries  and  wages: 

Bureau  of  Aviation  -  administrative  $  32,7^3.92 

Bureau  of  Aviation  -  operating  3^3,002.03 

Corporation  Counsel1 s  office  23, Dp. 00 

Controller's  office  2,166.65 

Fire  Department  1149,779.98 

Police  Department  60,5UO.OO 

Indirect  general  and  administrative  30 , 568.63              6I|1,9M.21 

Provision  for  depreciation  ($hl2, 056.52)  and 

amortization  of  engineering  costs  (Sli5,972.82)  1*58, 029. 3U 
Other  expenses: 

Fire  department  supplies  and  maintenance  $    3->925»6U 

Gasoline  U,5lO.!jU 

Heat,  light  and  power  85,723.15 
Insurance  -  workmen's  compensation 

and  disability  3,536.20 

Insurance  -  other  16,901.08 

Material  and  supplies  33,681.87 

Professional  services  6,U5l.90 

Provision  for  pensions  1*5,098.90 

Real  estate  taxes  8, 500.00 

Repairs  and  maintenance  1*3,072.61* 

Telephone  3,109.16 

Tools  1,790.10 

Travel  2,1*1*6.81 

Miscellaneous  957.1*1 
Indirect  general  and  administrative  expenses: 

Bureau  of  Aviation  11,096.38 

Other  30,568.63              301,370.31 

TOTAL  EXPENSES  $1, 1*01, 3l*0, 86 

NET  LOSS                      $     72U,556.50 
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DETAILS  OF  REVENUE 
0»HARE  FIE  ID  -  CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 
Year  ended  December  31,  1956 


Flight  fees: 
Passenger 
Freight 

Rentals: 

Terminal  Building 
Temporary  maintenance  area 
Tank  farm 

Fixed  base  operator 
Farms  and  residences 
Aircraft  tie-downs  fees 

Steam  sales 

Concessions: 
Automobile  parking 
Observation  deck 
Bus  service 
Automobile  rentals 
Restaurant 
Telephones 
Insurance 

Fixed  base  operators 
Miscellaneous 


$158,278.30 
28,9^2.23 


$132,221.50 
20,612.16 
li 8, 000.00 
22,032.2U 
27,812.50 
9,U52.50 


$  79,288.80 

10,830.60 

16,953.0U 

9,870.25 

31,106.57 

It,  218. 23 

7,1*98.30 

20,538.76 

50U.85 


$187,220.53 


260,160.90 
U8,593.53 


TOTAL  REVENUE 


180,809«U0 
$676, 781*.  36 
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STATEMENT  OF  NET  AIRPORT  EXPENSE 

O'RARE  FIEID  -  CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 

Year  ended  December  31>  1956 


Salaries  and  wages,  provisions  for 
depreciation  and  amortization,  and 
other  expenses  $l,li  01, 31*0.86 

Add  interest  on  City's  investment 

in  airport  property  262,787*35 

$l,66li,128,21 

Less  provision  for  depreciation 
applicable  to  facilities  acquired 

through  use  of  federal  and  state  funds  26U,720,02 

$1,399^08.19 

Revenues  from  flight  fees,  rentals, 

steam  sales,  and  conessions  $676,781*. 36 

Less  flight  fees  applicable  to 

Airline  Parties  178,500.73  [#8,283.63 

NET  AIRPORT  EXPENSE  $     901,1214.56 
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SUMMARY  OF  LANDING  WEIGHTS  AND  FLIGHT  FEES  OF  AIRLINE  PARTIES 

O'HARE  FIELD  -  CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 

Year  ended  December  31,  1956 


Approved  Maximum 

Landing    Weights 

Airline 

Stated  in 

Flight 

l^OOO  Pound  Units 

Fees 

American  Airlines,   Inc. 

Braniff  Airways,   Inc. 

Brazilian  International  Airlines* 

British  Overseas  Airways  Corp.* 

Capital  Airlines,   Inc. 

Delta  Air  Lines,  Inc0 

Eastern  Air  Lines,   Inc*. 

Flying  Tiger  Line.   Inc. 

Lake  Central  Airlines,  Inc. 

North  Central  Airlines,   Inc. 

Northwest  Airlines ,   Inc. 

Pan  American  World  Airways 

Slick  Airways,   Inc. 

Trans  World  Airlines,   Inc. 

United  Air  Lines,   Inc. 


TOTAL 


135,397.800 

5,753.51*2 

635.000 

6,802.500 

103,9U.18U 

38,723-800 

1*6,062.100 

969.OOO 

99.200 

11,126.891* 

6,002.1*00 

5,215.500 

121,119.120 

9lf,660.900 

313,021.500 

892, 503.14*0 


$  27,079.56 

1,150.72 

127.00 

1,360.50 

20,782.8U 

7,7Mi.78 

9,212.1*2 

193.80 

19.81* 

2,225.38 

1,200.1*8 

1,01*3.10 

21,823.83 

18,932.18 

62, 601*.  30 

$178,500.73 


*At  December  31,  1956,  the  Airport  Use  Agreement  had  been 
signed  by  the  Airline  Party,  but  not  by  the  City  of  Chicago. 
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